District Simplified Grant Qualifications

Rotary Year 2011-2012:

District Simplified Grants may be used to fund Local or International projects, although they represent special opportunity to use Foundation funds to address local needs.  They are small grants to clubs to do new Humanitarian or Educational projects that involve the active, personal participation of Rotarians and that benefit the community and/or improve the lives of those less fortunate.  
A.  They must be: 
1.   Humanitarian or Educational projects such as literacy and education, health, water, food production, job creation, and alleviation of poverty 
2.   Projects that involve the active, personal participation of Rotarians 
3.   New projects, not already in progress or completed prior to approval of the application by the DSG Committee).  These grants are to assist clubs in starting new programs and are not available to fund the same project for a 2nd year, even though new beneficiaries are involved.  
4.    Rotary sponsored projects.  We can not fund the projects of other organizations no matter how worthwhile.
5.   International projects should be coordinated with a Rotary club in that country, although not required. 
B.  District 5500 Rules and Availability:   

1.  Approximately $25,000 of our Rotary District’s Designated Funds (“DDF”) is available as DSG funds for clubs in District 5500 this RY.  These funds will be used to match club funds for qualifying projects.
2. The club must put up at least half of the total cost of the project and the District may match up to $2,000. In other words D5500 will match Club funds, dollar-for-dollar, up to $2000. Contact DSG Chair PDG Al Chesser or Grants Chair Sally Montagne if 2 clubs want to join together.  

3.   Applications must be filed between August 1 and November 30, when funds are usually exhausted. They will be considered on a first come, first served basis, so long as funds remain. If money is left after October 31st, a second application may be considered for a club that has already received one grant.  No club may have more than 2 open grants at a time. 

4.   The project must be short-term and designed to be completed in the current Rotary year.    
5.   An application is available on the District 5500 website under “Grants”.  Or, request an interactive one from the D5500 DSG Chair: cdresort@cox.net.

6.   Click here for a chart of the kinds of activities that are eligible (and not eligible).

C.  Examples of qualifying DSG projects that clubs have undertaken (both local and international) include:

· School equipment and supplies 
· Dictionaries for 3rd graders – Thesaurus’ for 7th graders – Audio books for slow readers. 
· Installation of an electrical generator at a rural clinic in Baja, MX.
· Equipment, playgrounds, furniture, books for orphanages, both in the US and in foreign countries 
· Playground equipment for low-income neighborhoods and schools 
· Literacy and job training programs for adults and non-English speaking persons 
· Children’s books for parents of new babies 
· Therapeutic equipment for disabled children 
· Water and health projects for a Leper Colony in Africa 
· Seeds, garden tools, and fencing for gardens for food-banks or low-income neighborhoods 
· Books and educational supplies for adult and youth prisons 
· Sports equipment & supplies for poor and rural schools 
· After school computer labs in low-income neighborhoods or villages 
· “Clothes Closets” for graduates of job training programs who are looking for jobs 
· Developing a “camera club” for a low-income neighborhood school with new or donate cameras, digital cards, and even computers and printers 
· Developing and equipping an art or mural program for perimeter walls, water towers, fire hydrants 
· Developing, equipping, and coaching high school students to “mentor” younger kids in reading, a science program or even a camera club 
Additional questions and assistance:   

For assistance with Simplified Grants, please contact Al Chesser at cdresort@cox.net or (520) 327-8071.

Alt contact person: D5500 Grants Chair Sally Montagne at sally.montagne@cox.net or 520-378-4601.  
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2011-2012 Rotary District 5500

Simplified Grant Application Form

Please print or type all information and use additional sheets of paper if necessary.

1. Club Number: ____________


Club Name: ________________________
2. Describe the project, its location, and its objectives:
     Estimated Start Date:                                    Estimated Completion Date:

     Will it proceed without this grant? __________________________________________________
3. Describe how the project will benefit the community and/or improve the lives of the less fortunate.

4. Describe non-financial participation by Rotarians in the project (i.e., Specific Rotarian activities).

    a. Number of Rotarians in you club ________      b. Number who will be participating ________

5. Project Contacts: Two Rotarians must be listed who will provide oversight and management of funds.

Primary Contact Name  _____________________  Rotary Position/Title: _________________

Address

Telephone                                                         Fax

E-mail

Secondary Contact Name                                               Rotary Position/Title

Address

Telephone                                                           Fax

E-mail

6. How will the general public know this is a Rotary-sponsored project? Please provide details, e.g. publicity in a newspaper, radio, television, display of the Rotary wheel, etc.

7. Cooperating Organizations — If the project involves a cooperating organization, please provide the   name of the organization below and attach a letter of participation from that organization that specifically states its responsibilities and how Rotarians will interact with the organization in the project. By signing this application, the Rotarian sponsors endorse the organization as reputable, responsible, registered with the project country, and acting within the laws of the project country.
   Name(s) of Cooperating Organization(s):

8. Budget.  Please include a complete, detailed, and itemized budget for the entire project. Supporting documentation utilized for the development of this budget may be requested.   Be sure and include pro forma invoices for of all tems costing $1000 or more.

           Item



    Supplier
                         
Cost








            Budget Total: $ ___________
9. Funds to be provided by the club(s): $ ______________

    Funds to be provided by others (provide details) $ ______________
    Funds requested from the District: $ ______________









            Total: $ ___________

10. Authorization — All Rotary clubs/districts involved in this project are responsible to The Rotary Foundation for the conduct of the project and for reporting on it. The signatures on the application confirm that the sponsors understand and accept the responsibility. The signatures of the sponsors also affirm that all information in this application is true and accurate, to the best of their knowledge.

Club President — As President of the Rotary Club of I hereby affirm that the Club has voted to undertake this project as an activity of the Club.

Name (please print): __________________________
Signature:                                                                                                 Date: ________________
E-mail address: ______________________________
Rotary District 5500 (07/01/12)

Submit completed Application to: PDG Al Chesser, 2038 N. Nancy Rose, Tucson, AZ  85712 … or … cdresort@cox.net
Guidelines on Using the Rotary Name and Emblem for Projects and Programs

The following guidelines on the use of the "Rotary" name and Emblem are RI and TRF policy. Please follow them when naming your project or program and in any literature you may develop. (See generally RI Code of Policies ("RCP") Article 33; 2001 Manual of Procedure, Chapter 19.)

Rotary name

· The RI Board has determined that any use of the "Rotary" name without a further qualifier, such as the name of a Rotary club, a Rotary district or other Rotary Entity, refers to the international association, RI. (RCP 33.020.4) 

· New project names or programs not under the exclusive control of RI or TRF, when using the name, "Rotary," must include the name of the participating Rotary club(s), district(s) or other Rotary Entity and should not use the name, "International." (RCP 33.020.4) 

· If using the words, "Rotary," and "Foundation," these words must not appear together, but must be separated by additional identifying information, such as the name of the participating Rotary club(s), district(s) or other Rotary Entity. (RCP 33.020.3) 

· Ongoing projects and programs not under the exclusive control of RI and not conforming to these guidelines should be renamed to provide this additional identifying information (i.e. the name of the participating Rotary club(s), district(s) or other Rotary Entity must be included when using the name "Rotary"). (RCP 33.020.4) 

· No alterations, obstructions or modifications of "Rotary" are permitted. No abbreviations, prefixes or suffixes of "Rotary," such as "Rota," are permitted. (RCP 33.020.4) 

· Rotary clubs, districts, other Rotary Entities and individual Rotarians should purchase domain names that comply with the naming guidelines outlined in the RCP and the Manual of Procedure. Rotary Entities are encouraged, before registering domain names, to check with their CDA representative to ensure their proposed domain name complies with Board policy for use of the Rotary Marks. Domain names not in compliance with Board policy should be changed to comply and RI reserves the right to ask for the transfer of ownership to RI of any non-complying domain name. (RCP 52.020.1, 33.020.4) 

· The naming of any project or program that does not conform to the guidelines must receive specific RI Board approval. (RCP 33.020.4) 

Rotary emblem

· The Rotary Emblem, like the Rotary name, represents the international association, RI. (RCP 33.010.3)

· Whenever the Rotary Emblem is used for a project, program or activity not under the exclusive control of RI or TRF, the name of the participating club(s), district(s) or other Rotary Entity should also be used in addition to the Emblem, should appear directly adjacent to the Emblem, and be of a size of equal prominence to the Emblem. (RCP 33.010.3) 

· Any reproduction of the Rotary Emblem must meet RI's proper Emblem specifications. (See 2001 Manual of Procedure at Chapter 19; RCP 33.010.1.) Camera ready art can be obtained through your CDA representative.) No alterations, modifications or obstructions of the Rotary Emblem are permitted. The Emblem must be faithfully reproduced and always appear in its entirety. (RCP 33.010.6) 

· The RI Bylaws discourage any joint use of the RI Emblem with the emblem or logo of another organization for any commercial purpose. (RI Bylaws, Article XVIII, 18.020; RCP 33.010.2.) 
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District Simplified Grant Application Self-Help Check List for Rotary Year 2011-2012
Please use this check list to self-assess your application, insuring that all the “Qualifiers and Rules” have been satisfied.

Doing this now may:

· save having to re-write and/or re-submit the application later.

· stave off having the project rejected later in the year by The Rotary Foundation.

 As you review your application, ask these questions:

A. Does the project qualify for Rotary Foundation Funding?
1.  Is it a Humanitarian or Educational project?

[   ] YES
[   ] NO
The last page of this document is a chart which will help you judge whether your project is eligible for a District Simplified Grant.  Please consult the chart before moving on. 

2.  Does it involve active, personal participation of Rotarians?

[   ] YES
[   ] NO

3.  Is it a NEW project, not one already in progress?

[   ] YES
[   ] NO

Remember that District Simplified Grants are intended to assist clubs in starting NEW PROGRAMS and are NOT available to fund identical or essentially similar projects for a 2nd year.

4.  Is it a “Rotary Sponsored Project”?

[   ] YES
[   ] NO

Remember that Foundation funds can not be used to fund projects of another organization, no matter how worthwhile;, nor can they be used as a donation to another organization or foundation.
If any one of you answers to questions 1 through 4 in “NO”, the application may be disqualified.
--- Continued on Page 2 ---
5.  Is it an international project?

[   ] YES
[   ] NO

If YES, are you coordinating with a club in the other country?

[   ] YES
[   ] NO

Although it is not required to have a cooperating Rotary Club for an international Simplified Grant, it is strongly recommended.
Other considerations:

1. Does the project budget meet the requirement Clubs put up (or raise) at least half of the project cost, with the District MATCHING up to $2000?

[   ] YES
[   ] NO

2. Counting this grant, will your Club have more than 2 open Rotary grants of any kind?

[   ] YES
[   ] NO

3. Is the project designed to be completed within the current Rotary Year?

[   ] YES
[   ] NO

If most of the projects are not completed by the end of the Rotary Year, the district will be denied DSG funding for the following year.
FAQs:

· What is The Rotary Foundations position regarding T-shirts and other articles used as prizes, mementos, publicity tools and the like?

There are a few instances where T-shirts, etc., may be purchased with grant funds:

· For people in need that cannot afford them.

· School or gym uniforms for students who cannot afford them.

· For volunteers such as medical/dental workers that need to be easily identifiable to beneficiaries.

· For youth sporting teams and/or Special Olympics participants who cannot afford their own.

It is helpful to keep in mind that all budget expenditures should meet a humanitarian need. 

· May grant funds be used to benefit Rotary or a Rotary entity in any way including by means of publicity?

No.  Clubs and districts may use their own funds for this purpose.  Also, PR Grants are available through R.I. (www.rotary.org).

 Page 3 is a review of Foundation grant eligibility rules.

What projects are eligible for a Matching Grant? 

Matching Grants fund humanitarian projects that benefit a community in need. Many projects fall within this broad scope; however, certain items and activities are not funded through the program. The chart below gives a general eligibility outline. If you are unsure of the eligibility of your project, please contact the Humanitarian Grant Coordinator for the project location.

	ELIGIBLE
	INELIGIBLE 

	Revolving loans/microcredit 
	Establishment of a foundation, permanent trust, or long-term interest-bearing account 

	Short-term rent or lease of buildings 
	Purchase of land or buildings, rent for housing

	Construction of infrastructure such as service roads, wells, reservoirs, dams, bridges, latrines, toilet blocks, water supplies, and other similar structures 
	Construction or renovation of any structure in which individuals live, work, or engage in any gainful activity. This includes buildings, containers, mobile homes, or structures where individuals carry out any type of activity such as manufacturing, processing, mainte​nance, or storage, including provision of new services or upgrade of facilities 

	Purchase of equipment or appliances 
	Provision of plumbing or electrification inside buildings 

	Short-term and/or contracted labor for project implementation 
	Salaries for individuals working for another organization 

	Administrative expenses for project activities 
	Operating or administrative expenses of another organization 

	Primary and secondary education, tuition, transportation 
	Postsecondary education activities, research, or personal or professional development 

	Domestic travel for beneficiaries and professional staff needed to implement the project
	Domestic travel expenses for opening ceremonies or to report on a project 

	International travel for qualified Rotarians to implement a project. Eligible costs include airfare, travel insurance, immunizations, visas, lodging, food, and other ancillary expenses.
	International travel for non-Rotarians or Rotarians that do not have a professional qualification needed to implement the project. Additionally, grant funds cannot be used for Rotarian travel to initiate, promote, or evaluate projects.

	Detailed, itemized expenses 
	Contingencies, miscellaneous expenses 

	Assistance to land mine victims
	Land mine removal

	Publicity expenses such as newspaper fees, or printing of posters, brochures, or fliers to inform the community of an available service
	Rotary signage

	Vaccines and immunizations, if the project is consistent with the criteria, procedures, and policies of the Polio Plus program and World Health Organization
	Transportation of vaccines or immunizations by hand over national borders

	New Rotary-sponsored projects not already in progress or completed
	Projects already undertaken and in progress, existing projects, activities primarily sponsored by a non-Rotary organization, or projects already completed

	Maternal and prenatal health and education
	Purchase and distribution of birth control devices and ultrasound equipment for use in sex determination

	Budgeted and itemized humanitarian goods
	Unspecified or cash donations to beneficiaries or cooperating organizations

	Humanitarian or service activities benefiting a community in need
	Fundraising activities or expenses related to Rotary events such as district conferences, anniversary celebrations, or entertainment activities that do not include a humanitarian aspect

	Secular, nonreligious activities that benefit a community in need
	Projects that support purely religious functions at churches and other places of worship


Where may I receive help?
DSG Chair: PDG Al Chesser:  cdresort@cox.net or H:520-327-8071

D5500 Grants Chair: Sally Montagne: sally.montagne@comcast.net or C:520.250.4601
